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Bird Name Visual Adult Identification Breeding/non breeding aspect Sexual dimorphism In flight Juvenile

Black-Crowned Night Heron

Black-headed Heron Brownish grey

Grey Heron

Red eyes
Yellow legs
Black crown and back
Lores greenish – Black beak
Grey plumage

Lores – blue back
Bill greenish black

Red eyes
Yellow legs
Brown  and white spotted plumage

Black crown and hindneck
Dark legs
Yellow eye and green lores 
Black plumes on the back of the 
head (nape)
Upper beak black
Flight feathers : Black on the tip
White on the inside
Grey plumage

Red eye – blue lores – grey bill

Beak, legs and feet yellow
Black crown 
Black plumes on the back of the 
head (nape)
White face and neck
Throat lined with black
Grey plumage
Flight feathers : entire grey

Deep red eye – bill bright orange
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Goliath Heron

Purple Heron

Squacco Heron Blue bill and black on top

Legs and feet black
Plain rufous (Orange – brown) crown, 
face and inside of the neck
Throat lined with black
Grey plumage

Black crown and striped face
Bill and eye yellow
Legs and feet yellow
Plain rufous (Orange – brown) crown, 
face and inside of the neck
Throat lined with black
Grey plumage

Small Buffy-brown heron 
Flight feathers : White
Yellow legs
Beak back on top, yellow 
underneath



Feuille1

Page 3

Bird Name Visual Adult Identification Breeding/non breeding aspect Sexual dimorphism In flight Juvenile

Striated heron

Little Bittern Brown plumage and white stripes on the back

Bearded woodpecker Black beard
Red crown
Black stripe on the eye
Black and white spotted forehead

Barred underparts

Large size

Female with black crown
Black and white spotted forehead
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Cardinal woodpecker

Golden-tailed woodpecker

Brown-crowned tchagra

Red crown
Brown forehead

Streaked underparts

Tiny size

Female with black crown - Brown forehead

Entire red crown
Red stripe under the eye

Streaked underparts

Red crown
Black and white spotted forehead

Brown crown
Duller white / grey stripe above the 
eye
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Black-crowned tchagra

Cape Robin-chat

White-throated robin-chat

Black crown
Strong white stripe above the eye

Pale orange throat and grey sides
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Great Egret

Little Egret

Yellow bill
Black leg

Green lore
Black bill

Black bill
Black leg with yellow socks

Violet lore
Black bill
White feather in the back of the head

Yellow-billed Egret
Intermediate Egret

Yellow bill
Black legs with yellow upper part

Green lore
Red-Orange bill
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Cattle Egret Yellow bill and legs

Black-backed Puffback Red eye Erect the feathers of its back

White-crested helmetshrike Yellow eye and ring

Violet lore
Red-Orange bill
Red-Orange crest

Scalloping pattern on the wing
Pale orange on the belly
Grey eye
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Black-chested Snake Eagle

Martial Eagle Black spots on the white belly

Black-Winged kite

Entire white belly without spots
Black breast
Yellow eyes

Red eye
Black shoulders
Grey plumage
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Gabar Goshawk

Lizzard Buzzard

Brown Snake Eagle

Dark Red eye
Grey plumage
Banded belly

Black stripe on the throat
Black eye
Banded belly

Brown plumage
Yellow eyes
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Bateleur

Secretary bird

Pied Kingfisher

Very unstable in flight
Female has narrower black on the tip of 
secondary feathers
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Giant Kingfisher Female has a skirt instead of a shirt

Woodland kingfisher

Brown-hooded kingfisher
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White-browed scrub robin

Arrow-marked babler

Acacia Pied Barbet Rufous at the base of the tail

Black eye
Streak on the belly
White stripe on the eye 
Rufous at the base of the tail

(not to confuse with the arrow 
marked babbler)

Red eye
Streak on the belly
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Yellow-fronted tinkerbird

Black collared barbet

African snipe
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Green sandpiper

Burnt necked emeromela

Dark-capped bulbul
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Chestnut-vented warbler

Cinnamon-breasted bunting

Golden-breasted bunting

Black chest
Brown belly
3 white lines on the flanks of the 
face

Brown belly
2 white lines on the flanks of the face

Yellow – golden belly and 
underpart of the neck
Orange-breast
2 white lines on the flanks of the 
face



Feuille1

Page 16

Bird Name Visual Adult Identification Breeding/non breeding aspect Sexual dimorphism In flight Juvenile

Grey-headed Bushshrike

Orange-breasted Bushshrike

Greater Honeyguide

Thick and black bill
Grey head
Orange breast
Yellow neck, belly
Green wings
Yellow eye

Blue/Grey head and bill
Orange breast
Yellow neck, belly
Green wings
Brown/black eye

Yellow patch on the shoulder of 
the wing
White belly
Brown plumage
Black head
White cheek
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Lesser Honeyguide

Grey-backed camaroptera

Marico flycatcher

Grey back 
Green wings
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Tawny-flanked prinia

Marico sunbird

White-bellied sunbird
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Northern Black Korhaan

Red-crested korhaan

Swainson's spurfowl
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Natal spurfowl

Coqui Francolin

African palm swift
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Pearl-breasted swallow

White-throated swallow Brown patch in the front

Pearl-spotted owlet Yellow eyes
No external ears
False eyes in the back
White Spotted Brown plumage 
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Southern White-faced owl

Spotted Eagle owl

Verreaux's eagle

Orange eyes
External ears
Beak is not seen
Black line around the face
White Spotted Grey plumage 

Yellow eyes
External ears
Black line around the face
Brown plumage 

Black eyes with pink above the 
eyes
External ears
Black line around the face
Grey plumage 
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Western Barn owl

Purple Roller

Lilac-breasted Roller
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Red-faced mousebird

Speckled mousebird

Spur-winged goose
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Knob-billed duck

Little Grebe Small pointy black bill

Water Thick-knee Black stripe on the wing
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Spotted Thick-knee Spotted plumage

White-backed duck White back when flying

African swamphen
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White-breasted cormorant

Reed Cormorant

African darter
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White-fronted bee-eater

Little bee-eater

Common waxbill
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Blue waxbill

Black-faced waxbill

Violet-eared waxbill



Feuille1

Page 30

Bird Name Visual Adult Identification Breeding/non breeding aspect Sexual dimorphism In flight Juvenile

Jameson's Firefinch

Common myna

Double-banded sandgrouse
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African green pigeon

Namaqua dove

Emerald-Spotted Wood dove
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Red-eyed Dove

Ring-necked dove

Laughing dove
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African cuckoo

Red-chested cuckoo Less rufous/red for the female

Diederik Cuckoo

Black eye
Yellow ring
Rufous/red breast
Banded belly
Grey plumage
White Barred tail

White chest with black barred 
underparts
Red eye
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Klaas's Cuckoo

Black cuckoo White barred belly and tail

Jacobin cuckoo

White chest
Black eye

No crest
No white on the wing

Black crest
White band on the wing
Can have a white belly for the pied 
morph
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Levaillant's cuckoo

Green Wood Hoopoe

African Hoopoe

Black crest
White band on the wing
White belly with black streaks

Brown crest
White band on the wing
White belly with black streaks
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Black-headed Oriole

Village weaver

Lesser Masked Weaver Pale eye

Red eye
Red bill 
Black head
Yellow plumage

Red eye
Black bill
Black head – sometimes entire
Scalloping part on the back
Yellow plumage

Black eye – yelllow plumage

Pale eye
Black beak
Black head
Scalloping part on the back
Yellow plumage



Feuille1

Page 37

Bird Name Visual Adult Identification Breeding/non breeding aspect Sexual dimorphism In flight Juvenile

Southern Masked weaver Dark red eye Black eye

Thick-billed weaver

Red-billed buffalo weaver

Red eye
Black beak
Black head
Yellow plumage

Thick bill
Brown plumage
Black Wings
White patch on the wing
White scales-shape on the 
plumage

Red bill
White patch on the wings
Black Plumage
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Fiery-necked nightjar

Freckled nightjar Freckled grey plumage

Rufous-chested nightjar

White line on the wings
Rich Rufous collar
Brown lores and cheeks

White line on the wings
Rufous collar
Grey-Brown lores and cheeks


